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rivers. The rainbow trout of New Zealand has been
recently introduced with success on the Nilgiri hills, and
first provided sport for anglers in 1911. The gourami
(Osphromenus olfax\ whose natural home is China and the
Malay Archipelago, has been naturalised in the big pond
at Government House, Madras.
According to one system of classification of zoo-geo-
graphical areas, more especially with regard to insect life,
the following are recognised, in addition to the hill areas,
in the south of the Peninsula:
1.    Deccan.   Well marked seasons, the dry hot weather
following a marked cold weather, when hibernation sets in.
2.    West coast.    The fauna influenced by the neigh-
bouring sub-tropical region of permanent forests and high
humidity, which produce a very large fauna.    No hiberna-
tion  in the  places  below the ghats.    Many  Ceylonese
forms.
3.    Coromandel coast.    Less well marked seasons than
the Deccan.    A large proportion of Ceylonese forms.
The most primitive existing forms of Insects are
represented by the Aptera or wingless insects. Included
among these is the fish insect (Lepisma)^ which takes up its
abode in almirahs or wardrobes, and book-cases, to the
contents of which it does much damage.
Conspicuous among the Orthoptera are the leaf and
stick insects, which bear a remarkable resemblance to
leaves, sticks, and twigs, and afford examples of protective
mimicry. The praying mantis owes its name to its habit
of standing on its four hind-legs, with the front legs held
up close together. The common Gongylus gougyloides is
called the orchid mantis, because it simulates an orchid
flower. Cockroaches (Periplaneta) are common pests in
houses and steamers. Migratory locusts (Acridium), which
sometimes travel in swarms s'o dense as to obscure the sun,
do enormous damage to crops and vegetation. . A column
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